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James Dl ake~
41C Ruptl~ F.
Honoluli., HI 36017 “—V ~‘I Us.’. $
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2?, 20C5 RECEIVED
Conan’s N De’~C’ui ii ZU U 21 LM
Counclrnemter
i’onoluli Hale ill DI 28 A 0 20

30 Su~thPinj S~rpst
I onolu! L, HI 36013 CITY COUNCIL
Cni Can. ilneerbbr bela ru?: HONOLULU. HAWAII
As a corcerrel citi.!en • I strongly cpoose raisin; the sareral cxcise and ike
T&% beusu~s t. wuuld iii’ rtasw tips- .ss’.t nf li~irsg .114 isf I. it’g bi~i,sw’s In

i-awel’. The proposed GET inc’eese rcm 4~tc 4.5* amounts to an estor’shini
12.5* ircresse in a tav tP’a: is açpiiei repeatedly, in ptramicrvlg Fashion, to
.u~lgsi.n.’, end caryicas ii Hxpai’i.

The GEl adds substantial t-’dden costs to :he 2rica o~a’l gooac and ser~1cas we
bay. It is a ½i9nifi~esnt ‘srrpnitnt cf Hi’wai s high to’t us~ 1 ~~ing,ailrwnit.
cne of the h;hest n the natio’i. Rrsinq the GET would be bad fo’ tusinen,
bad for the econons and oad for the çeple cf Hawai.

Th~Te~c Fourdation of Hawaii estimates that tie 12.5% GET increase aculd aid
about 544$ to the existing $?,U0 anrial tiEr ourder ~ a fayrg ot fair,
rat ~inj the Ijtal wvlghs- tf tIn’ tax to ruugt~ $4,!flfl.

I hope you l~ egree with me that it s simply out’agesus ard rt.st be cefeatec.

F’ease “ate A~AINSTthe oi’l 401

Wry tr’.ly yllils,

3airm~ .. Rlak~y ~RA,ARRj

‘a_JIll



Puss ,‘ Tin .015 u’:ai:ot. PM CDI 0. 5

Nary Mr remashi’o
°4—515 Pukea Dl ,

Waipahi, Hi 9&?9? NC’

June 2?, 20C5 RECEIVED
tunurru N Ds”4 C’uz ii Lb Ii 21 WI 03
i~uflo1u1t Hale iRS JUN28 A020tac 5o~th Kin; Sr’.et
i’onoluit., HI 36013 CITY COUNCIL *c~vu

twin Cj’jn’ Ilmpurbsr (iuls ‘•j:: HONOLULU. HAWAII —

As a crcerrei :iti:en • 1 stronçl~cppose raisins tn° Gareral txcise and isa
tee biacausu t would l’s. reuse ttss- us~t of ‘ h’irsg 414 ssf Is my bni’sw’s in
liawel’. The proposed GET increase trcri 4!V tc 4.5% ersounts tn en estor’shini
12.b% irc’easa in a tr: tPat is appliei repeltedi,’, in p/rsmic’’ig ashion, to
?‘l go so’ aid survit.s% is HaAa i.

:t is a slgn1ficart compcnent ~f Hawaii s tr;h act of itylr,c, al-ead.# one o~
thu h ;I.est in the ral-ioru. Ru a’ng tb. GET -. bail for t’ss. ettr’ my ard bad for
the pe3rle cf Ha,ia~’.

ThiN GET is a. reqj’essi~wfaux thdt H’IRTc rrsssi t’ssss,’ whus attn l,.sct ibis.. t I d~fi id
it senor citizers, sI~c’eparents. poc’ eni eioric’nq cless fem4iies, end the
~ne’rpThyed.Please dn’t Fut more people ask’ng for stats assistance and mre
reorslai ecu kin; 2 — 3 Job~Just ti meet theiu iued’~. Di.n’t 1s4 :hildr.rs n’
‘awaii su~fes.

I hope you 1’ agrsw ‘diii ‘ne that is- c ..imply tot Idgenuc ‘evil nsf bat cpfuni~~s..

F’ease ~ote A~1NSl the bi’l 4U1

Very trt,ly yojrs,

Mary Air
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Elizabeth Rahr
1517 Mdciii Street $1505 3$jy i.~...EP
honolult., HI 36022 1CHOLIJL.Ut ‘P

June 23. 2005

s24 9isuI’ubLurulivan N Oe’a Cuz r’ ~(Councilmember ,~ b’
honolulu Hale
!30 South Kin; S neat ~ 23 ~ 5 1t8
Honolulu, HI 96013 atcELVEC ZG;s uw’

Oedr Ouanrilmairbpr bela ruz: CrY COUNCIL
My huband and I are fortirate senior citizens sherVQ$QIe4)oP’ht!h~make the
turd citicec between boyirg iredlc.irse or buyin; foic: between ~.d9ingthu..
telephre bi’l or tu~ing food; 3etween payirq the electric bill or buying Fcod.
we have met and talking with these senior citizens who ha~etc make these tcugh
c.hoices. Others will try to stretch Lut their pr~3cuIpt ir. tO. Anew rf a. lsoy
ratio d’d that. Instead of taking the one pill 4x’s a day as prescribed she took
one p’ll 2x’s a day. The cost of the pills were tac high and she did nt wart
to bu,d~n her family. Sb died tecau~a of it.
F’ease do not add to the burden of these forgotten senior citizens. They rea’ly
do not have enough ncome to la on. The ch2ices they make everyday in t~ir’
‘taridard of ‘iving ic life and deah.
F’ease vote r10’ to the cr increase.

Feara be with you.

Mahal o.

Very truly yuirs.

Eizabsth Rahr
94? 2221
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roxanna sewall Faith .~

S8—71~ iho r.lsce . asarmert 111032
sea, hi 96701 ii ‘I LL1jj,HA 1*11

June 23. 2005 ~ 916wfl5 RECLIV~D
Dsisuuvan N be’s C’uz
Counc’lmambar ~ ~ p b lb
honolulu Hale LWJ iflfl~

!30 South King 5r.at
I’onolult.., HI 36013 REct,1i[ CITY COUNCIL
tear Cii ncilrsnber bail. Cruz: HONOLULU. HAWAII
As a corcerrei citizen • I strongly cpposa raisin; the uere’al txcise and ise
lix brause t would in. r.ase tie ~oct of livir.~ cd is? Is ing bisiness in
hawaii. The proposed GET increase fron 4% tc 4.5* anount: to an sstor:hin~
1~.5%ircrease In a tax flat is appliei repeatedl~.in p~ramid’ngfashion, to
ag’l goics ard se’vies ii Han I.

the GET adds substantial hidden costs to the price o~a’l goods and services we
toy. It is a significant ‘orrponent if Hawai s hi~h c.u~t n’ 1 ting. alreaiy
c’ie of the h’ghest ‘ru the nation. Ra’sing the GET ,tould te bad for tusiness.
bad for the e:onomy and bad for the people of Hawaii.

I hope you V agree with me that it s simply 2ut’aoeous and ‘tt.st be defeated.

F’easw both AGAINST the oi’l 40!

Meka mahalo a nui

roxanna sewe’l faith
808—48a—Oi8!
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Rosa CnIang
E600 Kolanlananle hiw,,. 11114
honolulu, HI 96825 311! (h_tR

,~ j4~91JIjJHMvs°
June 23, 20C5

Cunovan N be’s C~uc iCOS JUN a 14 Oiw h u~
Councu lmembar
honolulu Hale
f30 South Kinj Screet CITY COU.4CIL
mionolul~,HI 96813 HONOLULU.
tear CiuncIlmerrbpr bsla ruz:

As a corcerr~i citizen • I stronçly cppose raisin; the Gane’al txcise and isa
Tax be..ause t would increase t’ue oct of living .ird of Jung bj.,inecs in
Hawaii. The proposed GET increase ~rcr, 4* to 4.5* ariounts to an astor’shin;
12.5% ircreasa in a tax that is appliai repeatadl~, in pgramic’ng fashion, to
c’l go3as ard se’vicss in Hassa i.

I hope you 1’ agree with me that it s simply outraçeous aid inst be defaatao.

~ou kava bean elected to work hard fcr the ce3ple. There are some coa.n:ilmen or
counclwomer who are basically wcrkirg fo’ theirsel,es. aftar eiectior. I tnink
they ueally ‘seed tc rethirk their pr,cufiuii.

£ ant’cipate sour strong ef’orts in ~oting agai’~st bill 41. Ycur integrity and
caring for ieiple ec 11 ‘nine. “r..tuk yui fur yiur actiurn •r ‘his na_ti’,.

Viny tru.ly yuws.

Fosa (nih Ch’sng
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Anne S:hatfelmaier
59—50? Alepio Road CITY C, . v
Paleiwa HI 96?12

a~a~

June 23. 20C5 It q.? :1 lED
1SN SisLrg

Donov.n N Del. Cru; laW 5
Counc’lmembar LUIJJ JUN 23 P Is lb
honolulu Hale
530 Soith Kin; Street C TV COUNC”
honolulu, HI 36813 H3PiOLIJLU. HAWAft’11)
tear Cancilruanbiir bala ruz:

As a cDncernei citizen • I strongly cppose raisin3 toe Gereral Excise and isa
Tax bet.use t would in..rease tne ‘obt of living srd of king bisinecs In
hawai. The proposed GET increase from 4* tc 4.5* amounts to an astor’shing
12.5* irc’ease in a tax that is applied repeatedl~, in p~ramid’ng ashion, to
au gods aid sairvices in Hawa’i.

The GET adds substantial t~dden costs to the ~rica of all gooos and services we
toy. it is as significant coirpon~n ii Hawaii hIØ’ cost o~1 tiny. alreaiy
cne of the hghest ‘n the nation. Ra’sinq the GET would te bad fo~ business,
bad for the economy and oad for the peapla cf Hawaii.

The Ta~Fourdation of Hawai estimates that tie 12.5* GET increase teculd aid
about $44V to the nisting $3,s3( anrual GET burder ~or a fari’~ 0’ foir,
raising the tutal weighr if the tax to roughç $4J00.

The GET is a regressive tax that hurts urost tnose who are least able t: aFfcrd
it strior .itizers, siiç’e parents. poor unJ work ng—’less familia’, and the
~netp’ ~yed.

I hnpe you V agew with ma that it s simpls 3ut’4gPnu. RriI i~st be defaa—qn.

F~easa ~,oteAGAINST the bill ‘UI

Ve’y truly yojrs.

Anna S*afeimaier
bOU—63d—8672
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Inder Mirchandani
1044 :iwi Straut
Pon, HZ 96616 CITY Ct.ER(~Ot,OLu

r
June 23. 20C5 •

Cruz 20)5 JUN 23 P b ikp 24 9 z~i,iI ‘03
i~onolulL Halu
flO cuith Kinji Srrøet CITY COUNCt
Honolulu, HZ 96013 HONOLULU. HA(1AII RECEIVED
tear Cjunrilrsseber Dsla Cruz:

Is a corcerrel citizen • I strongly oppose raising the Gereral Excise and Jse
Tax betauce it wuuld inirtasu thb tuct of living aid uf king bisinass in
Eawal’. The proposed GET increase •rcru 4* to 4.5* anounts to an estorishing
12 5* irc’ease in a tax that is appliel repeatedl~, it, pyramid’rig fashion, to
~ll guids aid survicr~ in Hana I.

Ihe GET adds substantial irdden costs to the once of a’l goon and services we
buy. It is a significant courpu’senF tf Hawai s high rnst o~1 4ing, alteab
one of the P’qhest ‘i the natioi. Ra’sinq the GET would te bad for business,
tad for the econo’n& and bad for the peple Cf Hawai-.

The Ta4 Fourdation of Hawa’i estimates that the 12.5% GET inctease nould aic
about $4’8 to the existing $3,S~C anrual GET burden tor a fail’,’ o’ tow,
taising the t3tal weigh— rt thu tar. tu ruugiy $4,?0O.

The Ta’c Foundation of Hawaii estimates that tne 12.5% GET increase wculd edc
.bu,ut $4’B to the existinj, $3,630 annual GET ourdar cur 4 fa’ti’~ of foit.
raising the t~tal weiqh: ef the tax t3 rougi’g $4,EOC.

The GET is a rege.sivu tbx that huitc iruct ttuuse v’hu ntq lue~t ablH t3 d~fcrd
it senor citizens, sing’. parents, Door aid work’nq class families, end the
unerp’ oyed.

I hope ~ou 1’ eqree with me that it a simph utraceous ard rust be oefea:ed.

P1ess~ .ute AGAINST flpp ui’l 40!

Very trul,’ yo~rs.

inder Nirchandani
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Canisa Suurirnto
725 Kalalea St.
FONCLULL, HI 36825 311! C~ZRc

HO½OLULJ, HAWA.I

June 23, 20C5 REC’t2/dD
tonovan N be’ g Cruz Ii 21 9 16 ilil ‘05
Councilmamber ZCtSJIJN23 P Is Ii
honolulu Hale
~0 Suith Ping Srtut
honolulu,, HI 96813 CiTY COUNC!t.
tea C.at.ncilmasrbar bdl’u ‘ruz: HONOLULU. HAWAII RtCEIVtD
As a small business ~v.riar, I strcngly ~pposeraisirg the r.eneral Excise ani usa
Tax be.ause ~t would irvrtdsa tm ot of liviny drd uf Jung baslness in
Hawaii. The proposed GET increase fran 4* tc 4.5* amounts to an astorshinq
12.5% ircreasa in a tar tta: is appliai rapeatedlg, in pyramidng ‘ashion. to
~l goids ard 3ervic.ds ;n Ha4a i.

The GET adds substantial costs tc the 3rice of all goods and services we bay.
It I~ .c sigr ficant .omprent iii HaM i s higi rust of ii..lng, dlreau.y one rf
the h’test n the nation. Ra’sing the GET w~uld La bad ‘r tuisinass, bad for
the acoromy and bad for the people of Hawaii.

The GET is a regressive tax that hurts trust tnose who are lent able t3 a’fcrd
it senor citizers, singe parents, per ani workng—class families, and the
tria’rpi 3yad.

I hope you l~ agree with me that 1: s simply Dutraceous and lust be defeatad.

F’ease ~o:a AZAINST the bFl 401

Vary trLly ynirs.

tenise Sumimoto
E08 473 833C
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Graven Sakauye
88—1873 Hapaki S. Cur JLER~
A’ ea, II 96701 HONOLULU, HAWAiI

~
June 23, 20(5 .124 9is14’os
Donovan N Dii .s I uz
Counc’lmembar ZtOSJiN23 P Is I,
honolulu Hale
530 Suuth kind Sfreet
Honolulu, HI 96813 CITY COUv~ClL RECEIYtO

HOPWLU~U.HAWAII
Dear C uuncilrieirber b~ulaCruz:
As a concerred citizen • I strongly cpposa raisin the Gareral txcise and isa
Tax becamusa ‘t would intnease ttue .nct of living .ird nf lu irug bisinesc in
Hawai. The proposed GET increase frcm 4* to 4.5* amounts to an astoru shin;
12.5* increase in a tax flat is appliei rapeatadl~, in pjramid’ng ‘ashion, to
all goads ard servicsc in Han I.

The GET adds substantial tiddan costs to the Drice 0’ al gooos and services we
toy. It is a sigruifirant cirrponant u.f Hawal s high cuist o lying. already
one of the Iughsst ‘n the nation. Raising the GET would be bad for business,
bad for the economy and bad for the reple of Hawal’.

TIue Taic Fourdation of Hawai estimates that the 12.5* GET increase aculd add
about $440 to the existing $3,b)L annual GET burdar ~or a faurf~ t’ for,
raisin the ttal weight of the t.~ to rougl’~ $4,50fl.

rhe GET Is a regesslva tax that hurts urost those who are least able to affcrd
it s.urior citi’ers, single parents. por sni work ng—.lass fsmilia’, and the
uncap’ Dyed.

I hope you 1’ ag’ea with me that I’ c .imply Dotrageumul ~rd ‘rust be oefeat~c.

Very truly yoirs.

Graven Sakauya
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helen fcrniyau
2633 [ililia St:reet ~ (~LF,~
Hanoi ul L, HI 9681? H

June 23. 2005 Juu2L~ 31G~N~
~onovarI M Di~1aCruz 2~C5JUN23 P b II
Luunc~irnerriber
Hanoi ul u Hale
~20 Soith K1n9 Str~t C~TYCOUNCIL
honolulu~ HI 96813 HONOLULU~HAWAII }ftCEVED

C~ar CJLnri lrrHober D~i~ 3ruz:

H’ ease do not raise the Ceneral Esci cc 1ax~ feel al thoj~hit is

1/2 percent, it add nur~ than t~i~t.

As a concerrei citizen I stroigly oppose ral Si fl9 the General Excise and Jse
Ti~xbei~usp it wnuld in ~ td~- i~t 1 ii vinj ~rd of Ii irig bjci rip~c ri
hawaii. The proposed GET increase rcm 4~to 4.5~ arriounts to an as~onshiri9
i2.5~ ircrease in a tax the: is applied repeatedly. in pyrarniolig ~achion, to
~l gojos ar d se-~vi~.asI Haxa I

The GET is a regressive tax that hurts riost t~iosewho ~rs least able t~afford
it senor citizens, cii e paren:s, poor end work- rig—class families, end the
LrIerrp~ci~ed.

I hope ~ou 1’ ag-~eewith me that i s ciniply ~utraceous ~rd mst be defea:ed

F1ease ~o:e ACf~IHST the oi~l 40f

Vey truly yoirs,

hi~leli ~1.~ V. 1131111 yesu
(808~ 205 4262
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Dania’ NeAtull III
46—423 bolol a St
Kaneohe. HI 93744 311Y OteRk

HONOLULU, H~.WAgg
June 23. 2005 REC11’1ED

20150123 PIsI1MN 9i.SM’o5
honolulu, Hale
530 Soith Kit,; Street
Honolulu, HI 96813 CITY COUNCI

HONOLULU. HAWAII RECEIVtDDear Caunc.ilmeutber bela Cruz:

As a carcerned citizan • I strongly cppose raisin the General Excise and Jsa
Tax because t would ini.reause t’ua ost of living ard nf iring bisinac in
Pawaiu. The proposed GET increase from 4* to 4.5% anounts to an astor’shing
12.5* increase in a tax flat is applied repeatedly, in p,’ramlo’ng fashion, to
all gocs ard cervites i’m Hawai.

The GE~adds substantial hdden costs to the price o~a1l goods and services we
buy. It is a significant courponent cf Hawai’ s high cost of living, already
one of the hqhest un the nation. Ra’sinq the GET would be bad for business,
tad for the econony and oad for the pe3pla of Hawai.

The Taic Foundation of Hawa’i estimates that tne 12.5* GET increase ivculd aid
about $4’8 to the existing $3,6)C anrual ‘lET burdar ‘or a fari’g o’ foir,
raisin~the t utal weight Lf the, tax tn ruuugtl~ $4,500.

The GET is a ragressiva tax that hurts most tnose who are laa;t able to a’fcrd
it senor citizers, sin~’eu parents. 2oo’ ani work’ng—.lsss f,uuniliac, and the
unerp’ ,yad.

T hnpe you 1’ egaa with mw that it c simply Dut-açesmus ~rd tist be defa~ ad.

Please cote AAINST the oil 601

Va’y truly yours,

Canie’ C Nawbill Ifl
228—8434



Turn ti Tam tin s7:i:i0 n ror p~ us

L’gaya Ras’tu,ssen
1066 Kmaha.mu Dr. CiTY GLE. K
lonolulu,, HI 36025 HONOLI,LU, HnWAI

June 23, 2005 REC”qVED Ill SinN’Q5
tonoan N Da’a Cnuz
Counclmember illS JUN23 P Is I,
Honolulu Hale
?30 South King Street
Honolulu, HI 96813 CITY COUNCIL RECEIVED

HONOLULU. HAWAII
baa C..uuncilmwurber bela Cruz:
Pease do ncr vote for Bill MU. We do not want ary increase ~n our tans.
Stand or ~or ~ cnustitu.antc ird vita tiu*uur esay.

The Tac Fourdation of Hairi estimates that the 12.5% GET increase aculd aic
about $448 to the existing $4,600 annual GEl border for a fatily o~four.
raisin; the tutal weight u.f the tax to rougl’y *4.500.

the GET is a regressive tax that hurts urost those who are least able to afford
it senor cltizers. singe parairs, 000’ ani wurk ng—thsss familiac. and the
unarp’ oyad.

Please bote AGAINST the bil ‘.0!

Very truly yoirs,

Lgaya Kasmtussan
BOR—383-31 if



N’chaal oeGregory
321q Osaumurt Wood’ Place
Honolulu, Hi 36822 CITY CLERY

HONOLULU. HAWAII

June 23. 2005

Conovan N DC~Cruz RECEI%’c,% 21 9 is Ad ‘85
Counc’ lmember
honolulu Hale
530 South King Str~at ~ Ml 23
I’onolulu, HI 96813

nItWC%%. RECEIVED
teal C uuncilmanbar D.ula :ru?: CITY

w0KOLULU’I do not fee’ that tna GE tax snould pay ‘or the fransit—this is an unfair taxmM everyuna aid avert business. Ouuly i select few will .i’e rims rail 3ysrem.I ee’ it sioild be ~eid Lu the people that are causinq tie hea,y traffic;
therefare. an increase in the gasolire tax wo~ld be more logical and aquitab’e.

We ne~dto wurk nr minimizing thu number muf cars ~ boucahold and I’m sun
there are legal ways to it this like payin at the puwp. We shuld La no-icing
towards decreasing t’ie b~s’nasstax turdan.

Vary truly yours.

N’chael DeGregory
946—317r
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Steve Stoddard
2345 Ala Wai Blvd. fl14 a -

honolulu, Hi 96815 HONOLULU,

June 23. 20C5 ‘ D
Donovan N Dab Cruz ReC c5vE 1. 21 9 is 411 ‘05
Counculmembar
honolulu Hale 21$ 31(23 P Is 11
530 South King Street
honolulu, HI 96813 CITY COUNCIL REC~IViO
tear C3uantilmesrber bela Crut: HONOLULU. HAWAII
As a corcerrei citizen • I stronçly opoosa raisin; the General Eccisa and ise
Tax because t would in rease tna ‘o~t of living ard of icing bisinacs in
Hawai’. The proposed GET increase ‘rcm 4% tc 4.5* amounts to arm astor’shini
12.5% ircreasa in a tax flat is appliad repeatedi,, in p~ramicing fashion, to
a’l goods ard services ir. Hats 1.
The GET adds substantial I’dden costs to the price o’ al goods and services we
tuy. _t is a significant componert of ‘lawaii s nlgr cost of living, a’raad~ one

f the highr’st in the nation. Rdising the GET Esoulo be btt ~or nusinmacs. bit.
fo’ the economy ano bad fcr the people of Hawaii.
The Tax Foundation of Hawa’i estimates that true 12.5* GE~increase #iculd aiC
about $448 tn the eacistivug $3.R0t anrual GFT bmudar ~or a fault o’ foir,
raizinq tho total woight cf tho tax to rougI’~ $1,500.
The GET is a regressive tax that nurts uuost those who are least able to a’fcrd
it ‘erior cititers, si’ug’m. patvns, immo’ .rd work ng—.l~ss famlie’, and the
unemrp’ oyed.
1 hope you 1’ agree that mt s simply oatragaoas and must. ta defeated.
P’aase ~.u’e MAINST the ail 40!

Vary truly yo~rs,

Steve I Libty stoduard
P08 926—1783
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Kwankeuang Ching
1677 Hoolana Place
Pearl City, Hi 96782

June 23. 2005

Donovan N Dela Cruz RECEIVED
Councilmambar
Honolulu Hale b
530 South King Street ‘j~Ml 2W
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Councilmaurber bela Croz: CITY COU$’~j~
noNOLULU. HAw1’

As a concarned citizen • I strongly oppose riising the General Excise and tise
Tax because it would increase the cost of living and of doing business in
Hawaii. The proposad GET incraasa from 4* to 4.5* amounts to an astonishing
12.5% increase in•a tax that is applied repeatedly, in pyramid’ng fashion, to
all goods and services in Hawaii.

The GET adds substantial hidden costs to the price of all goods and services we
buy. It is a sióniflcant component of Hawaii s high cost of living, already
one of the highest in the nation. Raising the GET would be bad for business,
bad for the economy and bad for the people of Hawaii.

The Tax Foundation of Hawaii astimatas that the 12.5* GET increase would add
about $448 to the existing $3,600 annual GET burden for a family of four,
raising the total weight of the tax to roughly *4.500.

The GET is a regressive tax that hurts most those who are least able to afford
it senior citizens, single parents, poor and working—class families, and the
unampl oyad.

I hope you 11 agree with me that it s simply outrageous and most be defeated.

Please vote AGAINST the bill 401

Vary truly yours.

Kwankaung ching
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Gail Greanley
2987 Kalakaoa Ave. *201
Honolulu, HI 96815

June 24. 2005
at CEIVE

Donovan N bela Cruz fl~
Councilmembar
Honolulu Hale 2W P t
530 South King Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Cooncilmembar bela Cruz:

As a concerned citizen • I strongly oppose raising the General Excise and Use
Tax bacaose it would increase the cost of living and of doing business in
Hawaii. The proposed GET increase from 4* to 4.5* amounts to an astonishing
12.5% increase in a tax that is applied repeatedly, in pyramiding fashion, to
all goods and services in Hawaii.

The GET adds substantial hidden costs to the price of all goods and services we
buy. It is a significant component of Hawaii s high cost of living, already
ona of the highest in the nation. Raising the GET would ba bad for business,
bad for the economy and bad for the people of HawaiI.

The Tax Foundation of Hawaii estimates that the 12.5* GET increase would add
about $448 to the existing $3,600 annual GET burden for a family of four,
raising the total weight of the tax to roughly *4.500.

The GET is a regressive tax that hurts most those who are least able to afford
it senior citizens, single parents, poor and working—class families, and the
unampl oyad.

I hope you 11 agree with me that it s simply outrageous and most be defeated.

Please vote AGAINST the bill 401

Vary truly yours.

Gail Graenlay, Realtor
Direct Of fica: 808—738—3940
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tear C iun~ilrm.srrberOsla ‘run HONOLULU. HAWAII
Iharmic ~cu fcr the time to ‘isten to the peo~’e who voted fo’ ~oa

As a corcarnei citizen , I strona’, oppose raisin; the ereral :.icise and isa
Ta; be:ause ~ would ‘ncrane tie cost of living ard of icing bisinass in
lctwai . lj~~1pnIpmm~mId CE’ in rm’N;~ ‘rtr, 4% tm 4.5% ~uqmmunu1mm ‘rm ~~:mmr ihmuuj
1Z.5~e irc-ease in a tai tie: is appliei repeatedli, in p~ramirng fashion, to
a’l gooos era sa’vices in 4*.sri.

The GET adds sutatantial rdden costs to :ha pri:a o Cl qoocs and services we
to:’. It is e significant cotponert cf Ha~mai, c high cost ca V sing. alread~
unq of the I~hest n ttns natio . R~~ir,gth~GET wumuild La hbd far Lu~ines~,
ted for t’ie econcmy and oad for the ~eople cf Hahai.

The Tdc Foordmtion of H,w; I e;Llm.utu.s thaL t’n- 1~•5%“ET urltruluse #itold aim
1

about $4~8to the ex4stinc $3,G3C anrual GET oarden or a Jail1? a’ fo~r,
ra~s1n; the total weight of th. ta~ to rou;Ii~ $4,500.

The GET ‘s a reress1ve ta, thet hurts uvost tuese who are les!t sble to a’fcrd
it nrior citizens, siig’e çarents. ooo aid wo-I’ng—c’ass families, end the
unu,rp’ m,ød.

I hope you 1’ agree with me that It siumpl~ out’açeous art nst be cafeated.

F~eese vote AAINST the oill 40!

Very tru.lv yoirs.

IcImtt Larmgfrri
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Donovan N Bela Cruz
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Honolulu Hale
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HONOLUL . All
Dear Councilmember Bela Cruz:

As a corcerned citizen • I strongly oppose raisin; the General Exciseand LIsa
Tax (GET) because it would increase the cost of living and of doing business in
Hawaii. The proposed GET increase from 4* to 4.5* amounts to an astonishing
12.5% increase in a tax that is applied repeatedly, in p~ramiding fashion, to
all goods and services in Hawaii.

I think that the funding for a Rail Nass Transit System should come from other
sources. Like increasing Vehicle Registration. Liquor LIcense, Driver License,
Hotel Tax, and Airport Tea, etc. These are the related ares that the fundlrg
for Transportation Project should be coming from and not a quick fix RAID from
the GET.

The GET adds substantial hidden costs to the price of all goods and services we
buy. It is a significant component of Hawaii s high cost o living, already
one of the highest in the nation. Raising the GET would be bad for business,
bad for the economy and bad for the people of HawaiI.

The GET is a regressive tax that hurts most those who are least able to afford
it senior citizens, singie parents, poor and working—class families, end the
unemployed.

Not all citzans that pays the GET will be using the Hai~ Nass Transit System,
so why hurt and put the burden on them?

I hope you 11 agree with me that it s simply outrageous and must be defeated.

Please vote AGAINST the bill 401

Very truly yours.

Jereld N. S. Pang
(808) 286—4633


